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T respectfinly bring a Wetonan-
ora cotlage up to date,

ITE

Traver Hall |
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Elwis Mardini
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12 home

The Victorian era ends after four roomns, writes Catherine Nikas-Boulos

ictorian architectung is as SynOOyMICUS

with Leichhards as pizea and gelato,

but bevond the narraw hallways 8
revolution is taking place.

Like & growing nutmber of residents,
Michaed JToseph and wife Terry Meloooo have
taken a shambles of a house, albeit with goosd
hanes, and lovingly brought [t back to life in
homage o its 1900s beginnings.

The reworked facade of their double
Framted hoeme, with its coloured gls Gaothic
wintdaows and front porch with decorative
kronwerk and restaced sunrise gable, is
testament to their endeavours

Tnsiche, the fizst four rooms of the house
Have alsa been carefully kept to style, with
ornate high ceilings a point of reference,
Eevond this though, the love affar with all
things Victarian comes to o dramatic end.

Location, location

Michael and Terry haught the property after
being priced out of propertics from
Drummayne to Five Dock

“[t was s0 mach better than everything we
had noked at. Tt was doulde-fronted for
starters. Most places we looked &t in our
price TRNE wiere single—franted and had Lots
af original featuses, | could see the
pobential ** says Michael,

“]t's one of the few dead-end streets in
Leichhardt, close enough te Narton 5 and
the Bay Run without the traffic and nobe."

Five years on, having made the house
“[ivahle™, it was time to take it a step
further, The home they boaght koaloed vastly
different from wikat they have today.

1t had been used as A boanding house and

= Restoration’s happy ending

Skillion ro
f

was in freghtful condition, At the back a
kitelseis and bathroom was encased by a
single sheet of fibro with a tiny window
hetween two reaens, and the hackyand was
taken up by an ashestos-filled Gictory.

Window shopping
Trevar Hall Architects worked with Mardin
Comstructions over six months to fealise a
comtemparary renovation to the rear which
aces living space and natwral light

The new galley kitchen with ane
Capsarstome benchtop and another in
stainless steed lousing the oven and bob are
a world sway from the ariginal

A new skillion roof with clerestory windows:
enhances the feeling af open space and an
extra badronm was worked inte the roof space.

o[ erestory windows are brilliant in the
inmer city,” Michacl says, ““You're 50 close
to melghbours, and these windows up high
give evervone tobal privacy. You look up to
the sky and they give the illuson of space.

“ pnd in summer they allow the whale
hause ko beesthe if you leve the lonvmes open,
while in winter you get 2 glass house effect.™

Flash forward

Fost-renovation, the home & clase to its
original footprint, bar the kitchen and main
hathroom, which wene pushed out a metre
into the driveway. **Everyone assumed we
wouhl have ta keep the driveway, even
thaough it was so tight you coubdn’t fit & car
up the side, ™ Michael says. *Then somebady
had the iles: IF we use some of that Land, you
could have a laundry, secomsd bathroom and
e kitehen space."™

Mrach of ik originad percd datall
s rntaingd in the front ssetion.

Builder Elvis Mirdini says the projec
wrapped up in sk months and although it
fimished abead of schedule, the build was not
without dilficulty.

The rool was particularty problemaric.

“*Fram memary thens were 126 fashings
an that reaf, which 15 & record for us,” Elvis
says. ““It was really difficult because the
roafline was not straightforward. There was 2
traditional 45 <degree tiled roof, a curved roaf
and a splayexl roaf, all of which hand to marry
together to be watertight,” ESER
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REMOWVATE

T rool, with it many
abapes and lawels, was
e ularly challanglng.

cranparktown.com.au 9043 7500

Better put your Q
foot down ORAN PARK

New land release now selling

Yeu'd better be quick ko join Sydney's fastest growing community, Ovan Park
Town. Mew lots are now selling and they're all close to the forthcoming Town
Cenire with its major shopping preding that inchides Wookworths, retail
outlets, cafes and a wide varisty of fresh food.
Other highlights inchude:
* Close to leisure centre and schools
+ Situated opposite large park and lake
* Priced from just $208,500" less rebates’
* Various lot sizes available from 375m? to 721m?*
+ £10,000 Rebates” available
$5,000 Home Design Febate® + $5,000 Landscaping Rebae®
ovailable on all lots purchesed directly from the Developer.
Start your engines, this could be the best meve you've ever madel
Call or visit the Sales Centre on Oran Park Drive today.
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