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DPream Home

Kids in the kitchen

Childhood memories of shared meals in the country inspire a

terrace revamp, writes Jane Burton Taylor.
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tlaok James Mould vears to find an

architect heliked and finally commit

o renovaring. He had bought his

three-storey Paddington terrace

15 vears earlier but says be had been
ElonmﬁnatingiﬂrnthhaJt':hutti.mc.Thl:

al imperus came, hesays, when the house

just got taa tired,

“lewas long overdue. Thad been puttingit
offfor six years,” hesays, “Ithad been a great
homebut itwas quite dysfunctional in
positioning of the rooms and facilites. was
builtin the 15805 and over Syears it had had
three different renovations: one was an
mnsiwnfthcbwkhalfnf:hcpmpcrla‘;:it
was traditionally two rooms deep — and this

| [addition| had bad weatherissues!™

Yo enter from the street inoo the middle
Aoarof the terrace, Tewas this Aoor that had
had the mostrecent addition of a kitchen and
small baleony at the north-facing back. Ttwas
adared '80s addition and, even waorse than its
aesthetics, when it rained it leaked likea
slow-running shower, Both the uspur—ﬂm
bedrooms and the lowers level had problems,
toin The bedronms upstairs had kow cailings
sloping down e under two metres, barely

| allowing Mould to stand upright, Dewmstairs

was cave-like, particulardy the room facing
hack to the sirect.

Abirof serendipity helped Moukd find his
architects Huw Turnerand Penny Colling.
He saw a howse in Bellevae Hill that he
described a8 contemporary butwithaut the
“loenk-at-me” syndrome,

In thelr eatly conversarbons about the
fharing challenges ol the renovation, the

AIM
| Tocreare liveahle, child-friendly spaces

throughout the howse that can be used
for entertaiming.

TIME FRAME

Fourtesn manths

FAVOURITE FEATURE
Dorwmstairs,

GREEN POINTS

F Reuseal original house.

} Recycled imber.

¥ Stone loor on the ground level for
thermal mass.

F Cross-ventilation.

owmer 1odd the architests how he loved and
hopad to re-creats, in some form, the country
kitchen of his childhood where family and
friends had gathered and shared meals,

THE NEW CENTURY
Inthelrreinvention of the terrace, Turner
explains how they started by knockingout all
the walls, relnforcing the 130-year-a
building with a partially exposed steel
structure. The entry floor is now onespace
hi!haful]yupnl.hu‘kwa]l.wjlll balustrade,
tothenorth and aview of trees, “REather than
having a baleony on the middle level," Mould
5.?5. “we chose to take the room right tothe

e and then open itup."”

Turnersaysthey did discuss the ihility
ocflmntmmytmg?ﬂum hedmmnjmim o
leved but apted to make it nne spacions sitting
Toom nstead. However, he says they have
designed it so they can convert ifthey ever
n.eefm."mhadmdeddehmmn Ifestyle
or real estve valoe,” Mould savs.

"Wewent for lifestyle,”

ANEWLIGHT

Turner revam ped upstairs, too, The new stairs
are lightweight steel and recycled timber,
with open treads tolet in as much Hghras
pl:iihl.e.T'lll:cr:ilinBImn:'luhm:bucn
twizaked o glveamore generous helght and
the main back bedrogm has been stretched 1o
in orateanew halcony, Existin lights
haﬂaeuﬁdiedupu:d?mlaldw]gﬂm =
Batons tocreate a whimsical pliy of light and
ahadow Turner polnts out how the sunlight s
filtered down from theupper-Aoar hathroom

k Introduction of natural light, so don't need
artificial lighting during day.

¥ Low-VOC paints,

b LED lighns.

INSIDER'S TIP
Letyour builder and architect's ideas run,
rather than becoming fixated on your plan.

ARCHITECT
Hurw Turner and Penny Colling of Calling
and Turmer Architects, 5356 3217,

BUILDER

Ellvis Mardini of Mardini Constructions,
whowon a Master Builders Association
award for the house [astyear, 9568 3201.
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skylight, for cxnmple, and low at a certain
time of day it creates an almost surreal effect
by bouncingin the miror.

THE HEART OF THE HOUSE

The lowest floor of tee howse hasbeen
transformed as well, The spaceds mainky
dedicated to along L-shaped kitchen, with
wall and under-stair built-ins concealing the
usual practical trappings at one endand a
dining room iwith tabie designed by Turner),
opening tothe garden at the ather, *Hejsa
very good cook,” Turner says Iooking at the
stoave-lop ped kitchen bench that runs almost
thefulllength of orne wall

“lneed the leng bench,” Mould says. “1'1
eonk for up to 26 peaple, sol get frustrated
with a small bench space.”™

This central cooking and eating part of this
IDMIL“IL!'-‘Elhaﬁhzunﬁesiguedm&ladaptahle
wallsat either end. At the southern stroet
end, Turner has designed aconcealed door
Into 2 second bathroom. At a superficial
glance, itlooks as if the room ends there but
the door folds open. In this open position,
youhave an even longes view, all the way
through ta the far wall of the bathroom.

“This backwall ofthebathroom isalsn g
Tt wall, " Turner says, "Weredesigned
the roomto get this idea of the stane wall [at
theveryend of the houss]. We wanted a sense
of the living reom extending ™

Similarky at the northern end of the terrace,
the space now runs aut into the garden and
aleps down toa perfect north-fecing
barbecue noak, with a new garnge forming a
screen wall at thefarend of the garden, While
thewhole house nsiw seams to fit the ovmner
like & glave, it isin thisbower floorand its
steppad gardes thathe spends most of his
time. He expliins how he grewup on a farm in
the southern tablelands and haw the kitchen
opened to o bwilt-in verandah, whick in tuen
overlooked the garden. “That was the
communal area for our family, so1 had some
amazing memories of thar”

By linking the kitchen and dining space in
lis inner-city terrace to the backyard, it has
given him a similarlink wan cutdoor area
and plenty of spillover space for entertaining
allages. Itis where he lives and where he
cooks for and entertains friends and family,
just as ha hoped and envisaged he would.
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far heft) the open
Kkltchen Is part of a
huge dinlng area;
the barbecue nook
and outdoor area;
the etaire filker in
light from the
upper levels; the
oubdoor water
foature; light play
Imone of the
bathreams. Fhotos
ichard Glowis

Fenced in, but check your options

A nelghbour has taken down their frent fence,
exposing their garden and speliing the
streatscaps. |s the council able to farce them
to erect a new fence?

Mark, Maremburmn

Thits sart of thing is big in Canberra, as well as
in parts of the upper north shore and farther
reaches af the shire. It's about sharing the
garden with the community, blending the
baundaries between the private and publlic
areas. When.everyone has more space than
thery care ta mew and the pestman is the only
requiar oot traffic, what does it matter If afew
square metres are sacrificed to shaw off the
gardenias? But that's not Maremburn.

| Assuming your street is lined with L2-rretre-

high fances, the apen garden can loak either
oul of place or inspiring, depending.
Unfartunately fer yeuw, the cauncil won't act aa
your bovver boy on this, On your standard
residantial street that |s not heritage listed,
the front fence i€ aptional (as opposedtoa
boundary fence with the nelghbour, which is a
dfierent stony). As always, there are
exceptions so check. See
housingeode.planning. nawgavad,

| recanthy inspected a couple of worrying
properties. One has been bullder-ocoupbed,
yet is still not approved for habitation and is
The other is atwo-storey house
cormverted into a duplex. When | inquired
about reverting It to its original design, | was
fold that would be “no troubie since council
doesn't know (t's been used a< & duplex

anyway'. = it lzgal to offer such properties
for sale?

<fohn, Cooges

It doesn't matter if a property Is hali-finished or
in such @ derefict state that it urfit to allow
apen inspections, it is legal to sell it as long as
the agent is clear about just what i for sale.
(Indesd, what builder-occupied property ks not
half-finished?) Likewise, 4 property doesr't need
an eccupation certificate to be sold, just to be
eccupied. It's worth neting that a geed selling
aqgent will suggest the vendor include it because
eyven though buyars might not think toask for

it, many a conveyancer ar salicitar will insist that
the sale contract includa it.

When we make an offer on a house, do we just
call to-tell the agent to secure it, or should we
put b wirlting 7

Rae, Dawes Paint

Hew mich do yau want it? i the answer is "4
lat™, then ask for a copy of the contract, get it
checked, sign I, attach a bank cheque for the
asking price and hand it to the agent. That
should da it. If the answer is *Yes, but not for
the full asking price”, then call the agent and tell
them your offer; if it's accepted, then repeat the
last fiwe =teps in the above answer. Making a
verbal offer is way cool and will aften be enowgh
when there's little ar ne competition but is open
1o too many ifs, buts and counter-offers to close
the deal quickly.

Send your questions to Lucy at
macken. lucyEgmail.com.
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24 Bridge S5t, Rydalmere (Off Victoria Rd)
www.auslux.com.
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