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FROM TRASH TO TREASURE

Tha project sile in Paddingion was amang
a group of temaces that were bult as
workers' collages im 1885, Thes particidar
tevo-storey tamace was found 1o be in wvery
poor concltion, with extenswe dry ot and
tammite darmage throughout.

The design brief from the architect required
a reconstruction of the whole structure, as
wiell as prowiding an additional ower ground
fioor Wving area, while maximising the use of
space ©oa modem, open-plan and Chean,
unainsive manner.

Heweenoer, i orcler 1o achiewe this, whie
mainteining [(and greatly  Improvirg)  the
structural integrity of the axisting criginal fragie
mazcory (ncluding the commaon  Boundary
wals and garage walls), carefully planned
and daelcate undespinning on whal was very
loose sandy soil and debrs was camead oul
i the structural enginesr's recquirgments. This
also included underpinning of the adpcant
nechbour's garage. A ol of approximately
240 subic medres of soilwas then excavated by
hand. The entirs home was then demalished,
axcapt for the rood, which was retained &t that
stage, to provide bracing suppart.

Agcing to the chalanga was very tight and
restricted access near and on-site, which is

just 3.8m widae, giving minimal working and
rraterial storage area, as wal as No cranage.

A key fealure of the construction invohad
a seres of stesl porlal hames integrated
together, lor grest strangth and rigidity, wath
maat being exposed, Therefore, Mardini
Constructions was required to provide a Class
1 finish for the struchural stesl colurmng amd
bearng, 25 well as for the custom-made
balustrade Trarmes for the new rtamal Slarcase
and rear belconies, A largs siegl BEwnng was
alss labricated and incorporated &1 the rear
To further highlight 1he exposed steal columng,
continuous ful-length LED sinp ighting was
acded behind the column flangas

“iery  preciss  shadowlines  [to Imm
iolerances) for the floors, wals and celings
wene 50 reogquined &3 part of the pure, dean
appearance. Further reducing the margin of
arrar was he extensie use of haoned imasions
for tems such as the fioor thes (lower ground
fecw and in the bathrooms) as well as for
the wall liles in the bethrooms. 10 addtion,
the benchiops, wanities, basing and bathiub
werg all custom-manutaciured an-S1g 11om
glahs of limastone. The nesd for mairtaining
5 high degres of accurecy was all the more
impartant, as it was found thal the existing

struciure was significanty out of alignment
and out of leval, friom all derechions.

Whitewashad rmcycled oregon timber
floaring was used for the ground Roor and
starcasa. In the mear yard, the basin and
barbwecue bench wems construcied from
Italian basaltina

Master builder Elvis  Mardin of
Mardini Comstructions has mane than 18 yaars
of experence, speciaksing in the design,
congtruction and restoration of the most
chalenging ouality homee, renovations,
exteraions and addiions, including heritage
and remedial works scross the Sydney
metropoitan arsa,

JUDGES' COMMENTS: The bulder was
succesaill in dealing with site restrictions and
struciural stesd Ingistics. He achisved detaled
worke with sharp, clesn edges. Meliculous
atrention to detal in all aspecls.
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