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The true value of

The architects are
happy, but does a
prize add to your
sale price? Susan
Wellings reports.
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last might to receive

the prize for the
Australian house of theyearin the
inaug,uralnnu‘anal Houses Awards,
shewas thrilled.

Designing and oversesing the
building of the spectacular house
around an ortginal bushranger's
stonecottage in country MEW out of
recycled ronbark, with roofi tilting
10«irdslhcmuumainabn¥0n.d.,had
taken at leastthrasyearant herlifs
Yet in such aremotelocation, it was
anbyever likely to beviewed by a
small handful of people.

"Youspend so much tme doing
these things, its nice tobeable to
shucﬂlril:d:::;dlthugbem."shesays.
"Iswo ul to be recognised for
something like this"

Winmners are always grinners hut
cxacthywho benefits the most from
the variery of awards handed aut far
hauses every year? Is it just those
who design of build the houges, or is
therea commensurate upside for
thosewho commission, buy live in
and eventually sellthe houses on?

“Forarchitects, (t's the peer
recognitinnthat's sovaluahble,” the
president of the Australlan Institute
af Architects [ALA) MEW, Matthew
Pullinger, says. “Winning an award
isoneof ihe grearest celebrations of
the gulture of design.

“But there's aleo vilue for the
owner, Theyre the one benefiting
from the gualities, like thebalance
af nmenity and space and light, that
waonitthe award. Az well, the fact
that real estate agents will always
advertise it as award-winning, and
the award isreported in the media,
means there must be some
commodity around it, :|lh(u|gh1t'§
hud:umtanoﬂumldo]l.analuc
an it

The chiefexecutive of the Real
Estate Institate of MW, Tim
McKibhin, agrees an award adds
value toa house that is instantly
reflectedin its price. "It's anather
form of marketng,” he says. " That
vindication by an independent

external bodywould increases
praperty s notoriety and attract
mage people o compers o
purchaseir, wh]l:ilwauldusuall.y
drive the price up.’

While winningan award might be
agreat selling feature, it's
impossible o say what dollar value
irmightadd. the managing directos
of National Property Valuers, Max
Nevermann, says.

“Twould say itwould helpsella

0| and might increase its
&fﬁﬂ:hae‘sﬂmmemuh:n
analysis done,” he says. “For that,
you'd need twio identical properties
o similar sites sellingat the same
teve — and the beauty of anaward-
winning house is that its erall
mnnl'aukzlnd_" e

O the downsicde, the kind of house
thatwins awards usually costs & preat
deal more todesign and build - from
S3000a square metre, compared with

1 100 squane metre (o $12040 a
squane retre for a project o,
acearding to the general manager of
valuers Herron Todd White, Michael
McNamara, “Sowhileyou've
axtra to get an award-winning house,
and you'll beoperating at thie
'umendul'memaﬂ:er.canwu
sure you'll get that money back
when yousell*” he says.
Mmstarchitects would argue the
appasite: that agreat, and ave
award-winning, design would add
cnummvaluuwh:? project.
‘Waoods Bagorprincipal Domenis
Alviaro last migtht wom two high
=] ons in the Houses
.ﬁwardﬁafizrhuringthmnrspaocs
on acornerin Surry Hills and

Brailding a five-storey house above it,

This momth, the property also womn
e awards in the NSW ALA awareds,

“AE BDON A5 W WO, wawaers told
the value of that howse had

m:d‘ﬂnnlﬂ“ mmmmmmm

highily the interior and exterior of the

mﬁmmmwmmm ot Marrel Bucar, Trevor Nein

AND THE WINNERS ARE ...

F The Mouses Avwards, organised P The Master Builders Assaciation
by Architecturs Madia, which NSW awards are preserited in
pulbdishes Houses magadine, Seplember vach year, with the
were hald far the first time |ast natianal awards in October. Last
night. The Australian house of year's NEW winner was Evis
the year categaory was won by Mardini af Mardinl Construction:
Sydney's Virginia Kerridge for for a house 3t Freshwaber.
hier house in country NSW. ¥ Thie Housing Industry fssoclation
Sydney architect Domenic H3W awards are in Oclober each
Alvaro won bwa high year, with the nationals in May.
commendations for his futuristie Thie NSW hause af the year was
small housa in Surry Hilks. wan by RW Stidwill Constructions.

¥ The Australlan institute of for a house on Seotland lhand.
Architects’ NSW Awards wera ¥ The Think Brick Awards arain
presented an Juby 1, with this August every year, and last year's

yesars Wilkinson award far Harbury Hunt Award’s residential
res[dentlal buildings going to winner was the recycad clay dry-
Marsh Cashman Hociaos pressed-orick Garden House at
Architects for a house at Darling Beallzwe Hill by the project team

Poant {on our caver). State winners
continue to the national awards in
Maveriber,

immediately goneup,” Alvarosays.
"There's so much v uz.ma:thl.l:rl
can add to a project with good
design. 've never seen aclient
unhappy atthe end of a valuation
once the project is finished. Some
will even show the design to a real
eatate agent first to cheek onits
resale valus hefore work begins.”

THE GOOD, THE BAD

For some clients, the henefits can be
aforegone conclsion, Mmg:m:i
Mezrand, 50, a company sec
&ngagedhu:lderﬂms“;udlm n!'

af Durbach Biack Architects, GNC
Quality, lan Knox Bricklaying and
Simpsan Design Asociates,

instead ofrenting them our, she
wuled eapitaliseon his name by
gone—ifnot —an

completion thismanth. She wasnt
keen to reveal how much shespent
antheproject,

“Hedid such beautful work,
using many af the old craftsmen’s
techniques, so precise and with
aueh attention tededail - T konew
theywould be worth alot more,”
ahe saya. “With the award, people
know the quality is there, they know
It going o last and there have heen
na short cuts, They Il have the

Mardini Constructions to ourm one canfidence of knowingirsa quality
large old house, builtin the easly roduct and will bewillingto pay
19005 in Artarmon, into twomodern for that!

four-bedroom, faus-bathroom Theather henefit of that award is

himuseswhile retaining and restoring

that the number of inguiries to the

many of their historical features. title-holder tends to double
When hewas nwarded the tifleof overnight, the executive director of
master bulbder of the year late last the Master Builders Association of

year, sheimmediately decided that,

MEW, Brian Seidler. says.
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LILYFIELD CREATION IS ‘GOBSMACKING®

Every time Chris Commens walks
ko his awardwinning Lilyfeld
house, he's taken sback by its
grandeur, style and sheer audacity.

Bt ori 3 wange-shap=d former
ndustrial sibe on & main road, whidh
Was once conskierad an unbuiidable
block, & turned oul & stunning
three-storey, three-bedroom house
that, ifn 2003, wan the prestigious
Royal Austradian Institute of
Architects’ merit award.

“They carved out an encrmous.
armaunt af sandabone ta baild it,
andit's very dramatic,” says

Cominens, 65, 8 dﬁmﬂnlm who
baught the house in 2004 from
architect Pater Tankin wha
designed it with Ellen Wooley,
“The reof elevation catches all the

And it’s thesame with the Housing
Indusiry Association Awards, chisl
executive Graham Wiolfeadds,

“They bring the winning builders
miore recognition and the awand
pleases clients significantly because
they realise that they'resittingina
bemrhnuwmaligcgi*hmdad
when itcomes to be sold,” Wolfe
SAVE

Om the flip side, some architects
have found they end up getting leas
work when theywin a prestigions
award, as cllents fear they might be
too expensive. Also, there can be the
problem thatwhen they've
de:iﬁundanmrd-\ﬁnmnghouse

1 the needs ofthe current
ownier, it mightnot be soattractive
tolater buyers.

“Houses have tosuit the next
generation of people, too; they
outlive us,” Camilla Block, of
Durbach Block Architeets, whowas a

northerhy light and that cascades
right through the howse, and you
can sea harizons everywhere. It's a
bit of & gobsmacker.”

The 130-square-metre vacant site
was baught by Tonkin far ST72.000
In 1999, He then spent about
ST20,000 bo design and build the
award-winning housa that
Commens (pictised) subsequontly
bought for SAN5,000 Now, MoGrath
Inmer West estimates it to be worth
518 million bo 516 milion.

“Thie fact that it had wen a prine
didr't really influence us at all"
Cammens says. "But the things we
Ieved abaut the house were the
wiary reasans for which it wan the
award, Those were the features that
made it 5o irteresting.”

jury member on the Howses Awards,
the new awards run by residential
architecturs ine Howses.
“Theres alotof debate al the
momentabout how flexible housing

can be,

Bellow judpe and ATA national
pm:jd:n[ﬁrian?.’ullu:ha.
the founding partner of malti-
u\vud-uirﬁn;nr:hi:u:mn]
practice Tonkin Zulaikha Greer, says
that while fabulous architest -
designed houses might sl be the
preserve of the wealthy, awards siill
havean aspirational - and
educational - valus.

“For an architect, your reputation
Benhanced and it gives people more
confidence togive you bigger homes
1o desipn,” he says VIn Virginka's
case, when pesple come to hier and
say they wantsomething special.
lhcrhawahe‘smnm:dwinmrand
she can give them thar®

DESIGN TAKES OFF

The Brice O°Reilly house in
Redfern won multiple awands far
its architectural team of lan
Maore and Tina Engefen and itz
whilte aircraft-nangar-like design
was considered a kandmark in
Sydniey architecture.

tt= ownezr, Kim Landy isn't so
sure whether thase prizes will
lurg buyers in the future,

“If | ever sold this place, thare
would be onky about four
buyers,” he says. “for a house
twice the size of a narmal
terrace, you'd expect three
bedraams = et ol get anly ane
and a loft space ... It's effectively
& gratuitous use of space

Thie 1495 house, built on a
vacant site Tor 5350,000
(emciuding corsultants” fees), was
comenEssioned by &

photeqrapher,
arefired linancial planner,
baught itin 1997 for 5730000,
Because of allits while space and
the fame of winning the RAla
NEW Chepter Meril Awed, an
interiors award in Mew Zealand
and Britain's AR+ Awerd for
emerging practices, it gets hired
constantly for photo shools st
about 51500 a pop.

it°s difficult o know whether
the awards for the architects'
Tirm which was bought out by lan
Moore Architects have added o
the value of the house. Jane
Schumann of 0 Jones, wha first
=old it through Blekmare-Huott,
astimates the value would have
miore than deubled {rom 9T,

“H'sthe kind of house whers
o have bo fit indo the desion,”
Landy sarys. “But | ifyau
wanit something i L, there
e COMPromises you make,”

With the median house price in
Mewtown up by 12 per cent inthe
past 12 months, getting vour foct in
the dacr can be tricky: This property
an T8 53 m is inan iszal location,
between the University of Sydney
and Camperdown Memorlal Park. it
has a side courtyard and a sky-it
Bl Willy e niud Inom council
vou could put ina second level and
capitalise on ks Inner ring locatizn.
Inspect Thuand Sat, 22 30pm.
Agent BresloWhitney Estate Agents,
Q405 227 723, Auction July 300
More photos & Dorraln.com.au

BOTANY
1673 BOTANY RD
$665,000+

=l w6

Farthose who are not frequant fiyars
or plane enkhusiasts, the progimity
ta the airport may be a turn ofl
Hawever, on 215 sq mitherais value
hema, Renovatad last yaar, this shylish
single-level house has Backbuit
timber fizors, bultt-ins in bwa of the
hedroams and a madern gas kitchen.
There Is s o U clalldien o play
in the large, kevaldawn backyard or
albernatively Sir Joseph Banks Park.
is just down the road. Inspect Sak,
1010 30am. Agest MoGrath Coogee,
D416 T13 721, Auction July 30,

DARLINGTON
326 Wi sON ST

£&680,000+%

This dilapicated Viclorian lerrace
200 metres from the Unhersity of
Syciney is good value for the right
bueyer. Listed for the first Hime in

30 years, bhis property on 76 5 m s
inneed of an immediate renovation
but wikh the hub of King Sirest close
it's sitting pretty, bmeestors notec the
last property to sell an this street was
13 5q m smaller and fetchad
SBI0NO00, 50 you c2n 113 his one ug
chaaply you might make a quick buck.
Inspect By appointmert. Agent
Tracy Yap Realty, 015 212 88,
More photos & Dorralnoom.su

ASHBURY
53 CHEVIOT ST
$T00,000+

el o G

Builtin 1904, this Califarnian
oungalow k= seton 301 sq mon a
shreel with petential. Down the road
alarger bungalow with four
bedroams sold for $1278,000 earker
in the year, This house has the benus
of & new kitchen and 4 large
verandah, which steps down toa
welFmairtained wn, & gaed sptisn
for a yeung family with bath Cropdon
and Canterbury parks close by,
Inspect Sat, TH1.30am. Agent
McGrath Leichharal, D315 901 29,
Auetion August &.

More photos @ Dorralnoomay

Siunnmg Views, Luxury Flnlshes 2 & S Bedmnms trom $369IO‘-
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